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ON THE BRINK 
In a world torn by armed conflict, one has to wonder: Why is war 
so often the answer to resolving disputes? 
EAT YOUR VEGETABLES 
Vegetables should be embraced for the nutritional blessings they 
provide, but unfortunately they still make many of us cringe. 
GREEK LIFE 
The role of sororities and &aternities has changed, but Greek organi-
zations remain an important part of campus and community life. 
(MoRE THAN) A LITTLE HELP FROM OuR FRIENDS 
The Commitment to Learning campaign benefits from the work, 
wisdom, and support of its volunteers. 
Departmentr1 
QUAD ANGLES 
Former U.S. Senator George McGovern speaks at the School of Social Work's 40th 
anniversary celebration; art education students reach out in a community project; 
computer cyberculture finds a home at the Center for Really Neat Research. 
COMMITMENT TO LEARNING 
The College of Law aims to meet a Kresge Foundation challenge; the Hearst 
Foundation gives gifts to the College of Nursing and the S.l. Newhouse School of 
Public Communications. 
COVER TO COVER 
Carol Saline follows up her bestseller, Si.Jter.:J, with Mother.:J d Daughter.:J, a book that 
examines traditional and not-so-traditional family relationships. 
SHORT LIST 
Sports announcers Mike Barkann and Jon Frankel team up at the U.S. Open; Ira 
Winkler protects corporations from espionage; nurse E. Linda Frierson eases the 
suffering of cancer patients. 
FACULTY CENTER 
Professor Donald Marolf may be young, but he'll teach you a thing or two about 
quantum physics. 
UNIVERSITY PLACE 
The College of Law establishes the Center for Global Law and Practice; Professor 
Owen Shapiro gives senior citizens an inside look at film; the Black Celestial Choral 
mble celebrates 20 years of music making; the Jewish Student Union launches a 
e project in remembrance of Holocaust victims. 
P EAL 
students balance work and study while pursuing academic degrees. 
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The Wages of War 
Like it or no0 we aLL can Lay cLaim to dome great confLict 
0 ur lead feature in this edition of Syracwe UniverJity Magazine ex-
amines the issue of conflict -
between individuals, groups, and na-
tions- and explores why so often the 
crooked path chosen by adversaries to 
resolve differences is violent, deadly war. 
It is at once sad and more than a little 
frightening to realize how often the hu-
man race chooses annihilation over nego-
tiation, weapons over wisdom, inflicting 
immeasurable suffering on both sides, 
feeding an ever-rising sea of soldiers' 
blood and mothers ' tears. One can't help 
but wonder whether this is our destiny-
some inescapable genetic predisposition 
born out of the blacker bits of primordial 
ooze from which we came; or if conflict is 
merely another bump in the road, a test 
for homo sapiens as we continue along 
our evolutionary journey to who knows 
where. 
The majority of us, like it or not, must 
lay claim to some great conflict: World 
War I, World War II, Korea, or my own 
generation's sad keepsake - Vietnam. 
I w as just a boy when the Vietnam 
War first invaded my life through black-
and-white images on the rumpus room 
Motorola. Gradually the war's impact 
grew more personal - in the tales told by 
my college-age sister of protests, tear gas, 
and snarling police dogs; through shrill 
family arguments at the dinner table; and 
finally in death, when the brother of a 
family friend, PFC Howard Snitchler, 
was gunned down in Quang Ngai, South 
Vietnam. H e was only 21 . 
News of other fatalities w ould follow: 
Tom Gregory, 20; Patrick O 'Brien, 21; 
Craig Swagler, 19 -casualty after casual-
ty being reported in our local paper, their 
names mounting up, marching by, wear-
ing us down. 
Then came 1973, the year of my 18th 
birthday, the year my own number came 
up, literally . I sat frozen in front of the 
television screen watching the annua l 
U.S. Draft Lottery, w hich determined by 
bir thday in w hat order my fellow '55ers 
and I w ould be called to war. I drew 
number 69, making me a Top-100 sure 
thing. I closed my eyes and tried very 
ha rd not to cry. 
War buffs will recognize the impor-
tance of 1973. That's the y ear the Paris 
Peace Agreement was signed and the 
Vietnam War began its aw kward ebb. I 
was never called to military duty; I 
enrolled in college, graduated, moved on 
with life. To this day, however, I st ill 
carry dark memories of the Vietnam War 
and w hat it did to me, my family, the 
nation, the world-but most importantly, 
what it did to PFC Howard Snitchler, 
dead at 21. 
O ver the y ears I have made a number 
of trips to Washington, D.C., and what-
ever my schedule, I always make a point 
of stopping at the National Vietna m 
Veterans Memorial, a .k.a . The Wall. 
During my last visit, on a very early 
weekday morning, I was virtually alone 
at the site, providing the rare opportuni-
ty to walk the length of The Wall without 
having to weave through a crowd. The 
weather was warm and misty, and as I 
moved along I began to notice that a 
lay er of dew on the face of the stone mad e 
visible the handprints left by other visi-
tors. There must have been thousands of 
them: some la rge, left by a father, broth-
er, or grown son; others quite small, per-
haps placed there by grandchildren these 
fallen soldiers had never known. 
I stopped at panel 52, as I always do, 
and crouched down to visit with Howard 
Snitchler, 30 y ears gone come next April. 
I reached out and pressed my hand be-
side his name, adding my imprint to the 
others scattered across the monument's 
face. 
Why seek a peaceful resolut ion to con-
flict ? Why do all we possib ly can to deter 
war? 
Go visit The Wall. The answer is there, 
etched in stone. 
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